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In Exile or at Home? 

Writers of Central-European Descent on Canadian Literary Scene 

 
 

Canadian writers of Polish and Eastern European origins have decided to publish their works 

entirely in English (or French) for at least two recent decades. The analyses of texts published 

in the last ten years also confirm the writers’ need to establish their position on Canadian  and 

North American literary market. Some of them refer to the country of origins offering migrant 

narratives and life stories, others, in turn, publish fiction and poetry alluding only vaguely (or not 

at all) to their roots. It is known that in a country such as contemporary Canada, migrants, and 

migrant writers in particular, are no longer pressed to choose allegiances. At the same time “[w]e 

all write and speak from a particular place and time, from a history and a culture which is specific. 

What we say is always ‘in context,’ positioned” (Hall 2008: 234, emphasis in original). Therefore, 

this presentation aims at delineating the most important trajectories in the contemporary 

Polish/Eastern-European-Canadian literature in order to examine how these authors explore their 

status of migrancy as a space of questioning one’s identity, constructing one’s Self on a deeper level 

than struggling with the everyday process of adapting to living conditions in Canada. Since the 

identity of a migrant writer is no longer concerned “with being but with becoming” (Mardorossian 

2002: 16) there is a significant departure from literature examining the process of immigration and 

adjustment to the target culture towards writing which discusses more universal problems, and, 

above all, reshapes the culture and language of the majority while also challenging the concept of 

national literatures, a process clearly visible in Canada. The analysis of selected works by and 

interviews with contemporary Canadian writers of Polish and Eastern European extraction will 

allow for a range of conclusions. Many of the writers in question discuss their identity and, while 

doing so, they examine and determine their conceptualization of home, roots and routes that have 

shaped their self-identification. Simultaneously, the authors are fully capable of finding their place 

in Canada and through their narratives demonstrate their understanding of loci communes they have 

created. 
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